
Areas of Expertise

Dispute Resolution & Insolvency

 
If insolvency and dispute matters escalate to the 
point where your only course of action is to seek 
legal representation, you need to find the right 
legal practitioner to help alleviate the burden on 
an already stressful situation. Mark Gowans will 
give you all the specialist knowledge and expertise 
you need…  sound, practical and constructive 
advice on insolvency, commercial, contractual and 
transactional disputes. Mark’s tenacity, decisive 
thinking and inherent flexibility means he can offer 
smart, pragmatic guidance which often avoids the 
need to go to court. However, if the matter does go 
that far, having Mark as your litigator will prove to be 
an incredibly smart decision.

Expertise 

Mark’s goal is to resolve any disputes or insolvency issues 
quickly to achieve an amicable resolution for all parties 
involved. He is a skilled negotiator and will often employ 
tactics to help you achieve an alternative dispute resolution.

From a litigation standpoint, having Mark in your corner 
is an inspired decision. He is regarded as one of South 
Australia’s toughest litigators and has been listed in Doyle’s 
Guide to the Australian Legal Profession since 2010 as 
a ‘Recommended’ Leading Insolvency & Reconstruction 
Lawyer in South Australia, and since 2015 as a 
‘Recommended’ Leading Litigation & Dispute Resolution 
Lawyer. Mark ensures your objectives are resolutely pursued 
while maintaining the highest standards of respect, ethics 
and courtesy, regardless of which parties are involved. 

Mark’s expertise extends to contract, business and 
corporate disputes; Corporations Act proceedings; 
corporate governance; and innate knowledge of the 
Personal Property Securities Act. He has litigated for 
companies in the areas of banking and finance; building 
and construction; competition and consumer law; and wine 
and agribusiness. Additionally, Mark has acted on behalf 
of companies in property related disputes; lease disputes; 
trust disputes; negligence claims; and major debt recovery.

How Mark can help you

• Trusted advice on the appointment of receivers, 
administrators and liquidators.

• Sound expertise in insolvent trading claims against 
directors of insolvent companies, including shadow 
director companies.

• Thorough examinations and investigations of 
company directors and various phoenix company 
arrangements.

• Wise counsel in the prosecution and defence of urgent 
injunction applications.

• Pointed advice regarding strategies to attack asset 
protection structures.

• Keen advocacy on matters involving allegations of fraud, 
misleading and deceptive conduct.

• Sought-after direction on liquidator bankruptcy 
trustee claims for uncommercial transactions and unfair 
preference claims.

• Professional consultation to financiers on security 
matters and enforcement.

• Decisive instruction for landlords and property 
developers, including notices of default, demands and 
distraint. 
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Highlights

Mark’s reputation as a fierce litigator and his diverse 
experience has given him the opportunity to practice at 
both State and Federal level, across numerous Australian 
jurisdictions. Some notable and recent highlights 
encompass:

• Prosecution of large, complex matters, including an 
equitable claim based on the accessorial liability of 
‘knowing assistance’ against directors who aided and 
abetted an improvident takeover.

• Successful defence of a High Court special leave 
application.

• Acted on behalf of a director seeking to have his 
company wound up on just and equitable grounds, 
following an irretrievable breakdown in co-director 
relationships.

• Successful negotiation of a resolution by mediation of a 
contract dispute arising between financial advisers and 
their employers.

• Acted on behalf of directors defending insolvent 
trading and uncommercial transaction claims 
commenced by liquidators.

• Successfully prosecuted a landmark case protecting 
the rights of commercial tenants pursuant to the 
Retail & Commercial Leases Act 1995 (SA).

• Recovered payments made into a SMSF for the benefit 
of a bankrupt’s creditors.

Credentials 

• Bachelor of Laws

• Bachelor of Behavioural Science (Psychology)

• Admission to the Supreme Court of South Australia

• Admission to the High Court of Australia

Memberships & Affiliations

• Australian Restructuring Insolvency and Turnaround 
Association (ARITA)

• International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring 
Confederation (IWIRC)

• Law Society of South Australia

Awards & Accolades

Doyle’s Guide to the Australian Legal Profession 
Listings:

• Recommended Leading Insolvency & Reconstruction 
Lawyer - Adelaide, 2016.

• Recommended Leading Litigation & Dispute Resolution 
Lawyer - Adelaide, 2015.


